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Man and Nature being a Community of Life

Xi Jinping’s Inheritance and Development from
Marx’s Thought Man being a part of Nature
Li Zujiao
( Ecological Civilization Research Center of the 21st Century Marxist Research Institute
Nankai University / University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100102 China)

Abstract: “Man and nature being a community of life” is the core proposition and logical starting point of Xi Jinping’s thought on
ecological civilization. It not only scientifically inherits the Marxist idea that “human beings are part of nature” but also creatively
advances this idea to a new stage and a new realm under new historical conditions. First based on the scientific cognition that
“man and nature are a symbiotic relationship” the view that “man and nature are a community of life” endows clearly and accu—
rately the relationship between man and nature with the meanings of “combination as one” and “living together with shared fate” in
the “community of life”. This embodies the ecological wisdom of the excellent traditional Chinese culture that “heaven and earth
coexist with me and everything is one with me” and that “all things grow and live in harmony and benefit from the nourishment of
nature”. Second based on the scientific cognition that “mountains rivers forests fields lakes and grasses are a community of
life” and with the link that “peoples lifeblood is in the fields” the community of life composed of “human beings” and
mountains rtivers forests fields lakes and grasses is connected organically. It shows that there is also a symbiotic relationship
of interdependence between humans and other natural and unnatural ecosystems in the real nature from the perspective of the rela—
tionship between humans and the earths biosphere and it provides the theoretical support of modern ecology for the idea of commu—
nity of life for man and nature. Third with the thought of a community of life for man and nature as core proposition and logical
starting point a series of ecological civilization concepts and new thoughts and viewpoints have been advanced including respect—
ing nature conforming to nature and protecting nature and the goals tasks principles and requirements of ecological civilization
construction. This conforms to the historical trend of the transformation of human civilization and combines with the reality of
todays China and the world and this provides a solid theoretical foundation and action guide for the formation and development of
Xi Jinping's ecological civilization thought and for the vigorous promotion of ecological civilization construction.

Key words: Xi Jinping’s thought on ecological civilization; Marxism; man and nature; a community of life
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