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The Class Essence of the "White-Collar Trend" of Professional Structure
in Modern Developed Capitalist Society

Sun Shoutao

Abstract: Since the second half of the 20th century, the professional structure of employees in the developed capitalist society
has shown an increasingly "white-collar trend". Western academic circles have put forward theories such as "post-industrial society",
which believe that the working class is disappearing and class opposition is becoming the past; Marxist scholars give different
explanations, emphasizing the scientific nature and explanatory power of the Marxist class theory. According to Marxism, the
"white-collar trend" of professional structure is related to the evolution of capital accumulation in the final analysis. The process of
capital accumulation helps create the "white-collar trend" through three institutional changes: the formation and development of
large companies, the marketization of social life and the enhancement of national economic functions. Under the influence of the law
of capital accumulation, the class division of developed capitalist society still exists. The two classes of bourgeoisie and proletariat
are not only in different situations in the process of labor, but also have significant differences and inequalities in income distribution,
property possession and actual living standards. In essence, the so-called "white-collar trend" is a new round of proletarianization.
The working class has not disappeared. On the contrary, its number is increasing. It is still the basic force for promoting the
development of modern developed capitalist society.

RKeywords: "white-collar trend", large company, capital accumulation, proletarianization
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