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A Dialogue on the Vitality

and Crisis of German Classical Aesthetics
—Marginal Issues on the Central Field

ZHANG Zheng—wen, et al.

Abstract: As one of the important sources of Marxist literary and artistic thought, the birth, rise and decline of
German classical aesthetics cannot be separated from the historical scene in which it is embedded. The empha-
sis and esteem of the sublime style in German classical aesthetics is rooted in a particular historical context
and contains deep moral—philosophical concerns. However, its historical-philosophical presupposition of asso-
ciating the sublime with the East is still inescapable from the fence of Western centrism. Classical German aes-
thetics also acutely captured the fact that in modern times the essential prescription of art shifted from imita-
tion to the presentation of the individual’s inner emotions. It provided a modern understanding of the transfor-
mation of art. But on the other hand, it was always difficult to overcome the separation of modern art from life.
Eventually, it led to its own theoretical disintegration. German classical aesthetics could not take shape with-
out the acceptance of British cultural concepts and artistic interests, as well as the absorption of the critical
spirit of the French Enlightenment and social ideas. However, while it tried to take in and balance these het-
erogeneous elements, it did not live up to its own theoretical expectations and find a realistic path to social, or
aesthetic, emancipation for people.

Key words: German classical aesthetics, the sublime, artistic transformation, Anglo—French culture, historical

scene
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