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A Quantitative Assessment on the Social Dangerousness in Arrest

—From the Perspective of Automated Decision — making and Regulatory System
GAO Tong

Abstract ; Quantitative assessment on the social dangerousness of arrest is a method to predict the social
dangerousness of criminal suspects and defendants by formal, quantitative and actuarial assessment, which
has developed rapidly in the world since the 1980s. The quantitative assessment of social dangerousness of
arrest is based on legal realism and evidence — based practice, with the aim of reducing the pretrial deten-
tion rate and is supported by the rapid development of science and technology. In practice, the assessment
has a moderate predictive accuracy which is not more accurate than the judges’ prediction. Although the as-
sessment helps the judicial system in bring convenience, there are still some scientific and judicial risks.
For example, the assessment will increase the risk of prejudice or discrimination, and the risk of depriving
the defendant of the right to defense. In order to make full use of the assessment, we should build more sci-
entific and fair assessment models, and make sure that the principle of due process should be applied in the
construction and implementation of the quantitative assessment on the social dangerousness of arrest.
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